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NIHR Birmingham Biomedical Research Centre
Pre Grant PPIE funding application form
Purpose  
This funding is to support researchers to deliver early public involvement and engagement activities during the development of grant applications and prior to grant funding being approved/available. The focus of this scheme is to support the involvement of patients and/or public to inform the design of research studies. However, this may also include activities to engage initially with public groups and communities to get to know them and build relationships to support their future involvement in the research funding applications (and during the study should the funding application be successful).  
We want to encourage researchers to actively involve patients and the public, so the funding scheme is intended to be flexible and supportive with minimal bureaucracy. We also seek to encourage good quality public involvement through the application of the UK Standards for Public Involvement. 
Funds available
The scheme offers a total of £10K on a pilot basis up until July 2026. Funds of up to £500 are available per application and should be used to fund public involvement and engagement during the development of a research funding application, including:  
1. Reimbursing out-of-pocket expenses for members of the public (e.g. travel, subsistence, carer costs). This will be paid in line with local policy. 
2. Offering payment for the time spent by members of the public (based on NIHR payment guidance). 
3. Refreshments at meetings or events.  
4. Venue hire external to the researcher’s organisation, if this is fully justified (e.g. where an accessible room is not available, or another venue is more appropriate) 
5. Materials which the researcher would not normally have access to within their organisation (e.g. play materials for a session with children). 

 Funds cannot normally be used to: 
6. Pay for the time or out of pocket expenses for research team,  
7. Pay for time of paid members of staff asked to be involved in developing research as contributors.  
8. Undertake research. 
9. To hire a venue within the researcher’s own organisation.  
10. To pay for materials which the researcher can reasonably gain access to with their organisation (e.g. printing costs).
*In exceptional circumstances researchers may be able to claim travel expenses (for example, when a researcher is travelling to see a member of the public and travel funds are not available from elsewhere). This must be fully justified and will be decided on a case-by-case basis by the Core BRC PPIE team.

Please note that each BRC theme already has a PPIE budget allocated, and this should be utilised before applying to this fund.  Please speak to your BRC PPIE Theme lead to check if funds are available to support your work before submitting this application.  

Criteria
· The funding available is for PPIE activities prior to or during the grant application stage only.  Any future PPIE should be fully costed into the grant (help is available to do this at brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk). 
· Research must be related to the BRC theme of inflammation 
· Research must support a BRC strategic objective 
· Funding will be prioritised for researchers whose positions are funded by the BRC
Timeline	
Open call. A decision will be made, and is usually communicated to the applicant, within 2 weeks from application submission.
How to apply
Applications are welcome from BRC-affiliated academics/researchers. Please complete the application form below and return to brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk putting ‘PPI Funding Request’ in subject heading. 
Review process
Your application will be reviewed by public members to ensure that the PPIE outlined is robust.  
Public members will comment on the following:
1. Justification for PPIE (based on the UK Standards for Public Involvement)
2. The appropriateness of the timing of the PPIE (i.e does this give sufficient time to recruit public members and deliver the PPIE)
3. The relevance of the public members/communities involved
4. Have diversity and inclusiveness been considered
5. Clarity on which aspects of research design public members will be asked to comment on
6. Adequate support for public members
7. Budget (does it seem sufficient)
Support will be provided by the BRC PPIE Manager who will also review the form.  The outcome of the review is usually provided within 2 weeks from application submission.  
Further PPIE help available 
If you require any support to complete this form, or require training in PPIE, please contact brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk.  There is a range of help available to support the involvement of the public in your research including:
· [image: A blue and red circles and lines

Description automatically generated]NIHR Research Support Service (RSS) Hub can provide methodological guidance on PPIE, as well as other research design advice and support.  Visit their website to request support or email NIHR-RSS@contacts.bham.ac.uk.   
· Core BRC PPIE team can provide local, practical PPIE advice, guidance and training, 
including sign posting to BRC PPIE groups and advice on costing PPIE into grants. 
Contact brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk  
· The Birmingham Public Involvement Hub provides drop in PPIE advice sessions, a range of online resources as well as practical documents such as payment policy. Visit the SharePoint site https://bham.sharepoint.com/sites/involveengage  or contact ppi@contacts.bham.ac.uk



NIHR Birmingham Biomedical Research Centre: Pre grant PPIE fund
Application Form
Details of applicant and project
	Applicant name
	

	Email address
	

	Affiliated BRC Theme
	

	Briefly outline current role, professional background and previous research experience/qualifications
	

	Current Employing Organisation
	

	Target Funder, including deadline. Please include funder timelines for interviews/outcomes if available
	

	Please list Supervisors/Leadership/Mentors as appropriate
	

	Project title (approximate)
	

	Plain English Project description (up to 300 words)
Please note that your application will be reviewed by members of our Patient and Public Advisory Group so it is important that your description of the study is clear and avoiding research terms and jargon

	












Your public involvement activities
	Please provide a summary of the public involvement work you plan to carry out to develop the main funding application including details on who you will involve.  If you need support with this, please contact brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk (No more than 600 words)
Please refer to the UK Standards for Public Involvement to ensure best practice
	

	Which aspects of your research design will public involvement contribute to (tick all that apply): 
	☐ Importance and relevance of the research topic from a patient perspective
☐ Research question
☐ Potential future patient benefit
☐ Recruitment procedures
☐ EDI considerations
☐ Ethical considerations
☐ Intervention design
☐ Outcome (selection and collection methods)
☐ Dissemination and engagement plans
☐ Public involvement plans during the study
☐ Public and/or community engagement plans
☐ Reviewing the plain English summary
☐ Writing/reviewing the funding application (e.g. public co-applicant)
☐ Other (please specify below)







Funds requested
Please refer to NIHR guidance on payment for public involvement

	Please provide a breakdown of costs you are requesting.

	












Declarations  
Please click on each box below to confirm that you agree to the following: 
☐ I understand I will need to contact the Core BRC PPIE team if I wish to make significant changes to my proposed public involvement activities as outlined in this application or changes to the use of the award (brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk)
☐ I understand I will be required to complete an evaluation form within 6 months of receiving this award as a condition of funding
☐ I understand that I will be required to contribute to a PPIE case study once the research is underway


Signed...............................................................................................................

Date..................................................................................................................

​Send application to brcppie@contacts.bham.ac.uk putting ‘PPI Funding Request’ in subject heading. 
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